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funny girl

COMEDIC POWERHOUSE LIZZY CAPLAN
IS READY FOR HER CLOSE-UP
“IT’S POSSIBLE TO be a feminist and also have a sense of humor,” Lizzy Caplan tells me over the phone from her home in
Los Angeles. And if anyone can prove that to the world, it’s her.
Though the 28-year-old actress’ auspicious first role was more
sweet than sarcastic (she played Jason Segel’s disco-loving girlfriend on the last few episodes of Freaks and Geeks), and you
can see her play a dramatic part in Danny Boyle’s new movie
127 Hours, she’s also parlayed her wry humor and smart-aleck
sass into some truly hilarious characters. »
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She killed it as Janis Ian, Lindsay Lohan’s
wise-ass, goth-y best friend in Mean Girls,
and more recently as wannabe-comedian/
caterer Casey Klein on the severely overlooked and lamentably cancelled show
Party Down.
But it’s the project she’s working on now
that may lead to her BUSTiest role yet. At
the behest of a longtime friend who works
for Will Ferrell’s production company, Caplan read comedian Julie Klausner’s book
I Don’t Care About Your Band and “kind
of freaked out over it.” She immediately
jumped on board to help develop the sexand-dating tell-all as a show for HBO in
which she’ll play the lead, suffering through
the trials, tribulations, and graphically hysterical bedroom follies Klausner dishes
about in her refreshingly honest tome. Being a funny lady seems to be something
Caplan’s long been destined for. “When
I was a really little kid,” she says, “I used
to get joke books from the library, and I’d
read, like, 20 of them a week, thinking that
was really going to help me be a stand-up
comic or something.”

Lizzy Caplan is sitting pretty

she-bonics OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES

But it wasn’t just the humor that drew
her to this project. “Having played a
slutty best friend in a movie before, I really don’t like how that type of behavior
is relegated to the best friend, and the
main girl is much more strait-laced and
has to be convinced to go out and get
drunk and fuck boys. With my friends
and I, that stigma does not exist,” she
says. “I think a lot of that has to do with
being teenagers when Sex and the City
came out. There was something in that
show that made it OK for girls to explore their own sexuality without being
labeled whores. And it’s not like the girls
who have sex with a handful of boys are
these dumb, easily influenced, abusedby-their-fathers types of girls. They’re
actually intelligent, beautiful, and owning their sexuality.” The show, which
is still in a treacherously early stage,
would offer a feminist take on modern
romance that contemporary television
desperately needs. “Keep your fingers
crossed,” Caplan says. Done and done.
[LISA BUTTERWORTH]

[COMPILED BY WHITNEY DWIRE]

“It’s unfortunate that we live in such a panicked, dysmorphic society where women don’t even
give themselves a chance to see what they’ll look like as older persons. I want my kids to know
when I’m pissed, when I’m happy, and when I’m confounded. Your face tells a story, and it
shouldn’t be a story about your drive to the doctor’s office.” Julia Roberts in Elle
“My mom was a stay-at-home mom, so I’m always wrestling with guilt that I should give it all
up and be with [my kids] all the time. My mother-in-law was almost a Marine Corps general,
and she says you can’t have guilt—you have to work, and they have to get used to that.”
Mira Sorvino in Pregnancy
“If you’re going to have a cash bar at your wedding, don’t invite me. Isn’t it enough that I
have to show up in a nice outfit, get you a gift, and sit there while you two say ridiculous things
to each other as I try to stay awake? I showed up, now you serve me alcohol.”
Chelsea Handler in Cosmopolitan
“Nature got it all wrong: when you are younger, it should be harder to get pregnant, and as you get older,
it should be easier. When you are so ready, you can’t do it to save your life. And when you are 21, you
are so not ready, but you are ripe as could be. That’s one thing God got wrong.” Halle Berry in Vogue
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